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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Blennerhasset Village Hall 
on Wednesday 12 November 2025 at 7.30pm 

 
Present: Cllrs. B. Armstrong, J. Barley, J. Bowe (Chair), P. Morris, D. Telford and W. Powley. 
J. Perry, Cumberland Councillor. 
Members of the Public: Two 
 

2886/25 Apologies for absence 
 

  None. 
 

2887/25 Minutes 10 September 2025 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on 10 September 2025 were signed as a correct record. 
 

2888/25 Declarations of Interest 
 

None. 
 

2889/25  Dispensation Requests 
 

None. 
 

2890/25 Public Voice Slot 
 

The meting was adjourned to allow members of the public the opportunity to raise any issues 
 

A resident raised concerns relating to planning application OUT/2025/0006. 
 

A member of the public addressed the concerns raised relating to flooding in the vicinity of 
High Road and the location of the proposed development planning application 
OUT/2025/0006.   The  flooding issue had been resolved.  Highways had attended the area 
and removed tree roots from the drain causing the problem. 
 

Cllr B. Armstrong reported on behalf of a parishioner that the fence on parish land opposite 
the school was damaged. 
 

Cllr J. Barley raised concern regarding the speed of vehicles using the A595 through Bothel 
making it dangerous pulling out of the Torpenhow junction.  Concern was also raised 
regarding the speed of vehicles coming into Torpenhow.  Cllr J. Perry reported that 
Cumberland Council will be carrying out a review of speed limits in 2026 and any concerns 
should be raised. 
 

Cllr D. Telford reported that the bonfire had been a great success and asked if the parish 
council would consider granting a donation to next years event. 
 

The meeting was re-convened.  One member of the public left the meeting. 
 

2891/25 Reports from Outside Bodies 
 

Cumberland Councillor – Cllr J. Perry reported that Cumberland Council is inviting 
residents, businesses, and visitors to share their views on Cumberland’s Highways and 
Transport services through a new feedback survey, which launched on 27 October.  The 
survey gives people the chance to share their experiences and priorities, helping the 
council understand what is working well and where improvements are needed. From road 
conditions and street lighting to bus accessibility and cycle lanes, the feedback will inform 
decisions on how services are delivered and developed in the 
future.  https://consult.cumberland.gov.uk/highways-and-transport-survey 
Deadline for responses: 31 January 2026. 
 
Cllr J. Perry also reported that Blennerhasset had been put forward at the Lakes and Sea 
Community Panel meeting to take part in the Place Standard which is designed to look at 
the assets of a place and areas that could be improved.  It is anticipated this will take place 
in early 2026. 
 
Cllr Perry asked if there had been any issues with the new waste and recycling collection 
service.  Cllr B. Armstrong reported that his waste bin had been damaged and the council 
had refused to replace this.  Cllr Perry agreed to take this up with Cumberland Council. 

 
 

https://consult.cumberland.gov.uk/highways-and-transport-survey
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2892/25 Matters arising from the Meeting 10 September 2025 
 

 

Cumbria LRF Development Officer had forwarded additional information and are keen to 
encourage residents in the Blennerhasset and Torpenhow parish to sign-up to the 
appropriate alerts via the Flood Warning System  Sign up for flood warnings - GOV.UK  The 
information will be displayed on the parish noticeboards. 

 
2893/25 Highways/Highway Maintenance 
 
 

Cllr J. Bowe had forwarded photographs of the Blennerhasset to the Fitz road to Cllr J. 
Perry.  Highways had attended to a few potholes on this road.  Cllr Perry agreed to continue 
to pursue the condition of this road with Cumberland Council. 
 

A blocked drain on High Road had been reported on the HIAMS. 
 

2894/25  Planning 
 

(a)  Applications received: 
 

OUT/2025/0006 - Blennerhasset to the A595 Near Low Woodnook, CA7 3RF 
Proposal: Outline application with all matters reserved for residential development of 4 
dwellings 
 

The Parish Council had responded to the consultation raising the concerns of two 
residents relating to the flooding issue in this area.  The Parish Council had also 
commented that there is no provision in the application for affordable housing. 
Members discussed the impact additional properties would have on the sewerage system 
and the existing infrastructure. 

      
(b)  Decisions: 

 

VAR/2025/0022 - Old Saw Mill Yard, Blennerhasset, CA7 3QR 
  Proposal: Variation to condition 4 (restriction of single storey) to approved                          
application OUT/2022/0025                                                               REFUSED 
 

 

2895/25 Financial Matters 
 

(a) The financial statement at 31 October 2025 had been circulated with the agenda. 
 

Balances at 31 October 2025 
 

Nat West      £    276.20 
Cumberland Building Society   £19,276.62 
 

(b) The following payments were approved for payment: 
 

ICO – Data Protection Fee  £    47.00 
Strawberry Cottage Landscapes  £5,729.00 

 

2896/25 Budget 2026-27 
 

Members considered the draft budget circulated with the agenda.   The usual income and 
expenditure were discussed and projects for 2026-27 were considered.  RESOLVED that the 
precept would remain at £12,650.00. 

 

2897/25 Correspondence 
 

Members noted the correspondence received since the last meeting: 
 

  Raise: Cumbria Community Forest – Funding to Plant Trees 
  CALC AGM – Re-scheduled to 15 November 2025 
  Cumberland Libraries News 

CALC EV Charging Infrastructure Event - Monday 20 October 2025 
Slides from the Hyperfast broadband Event 
Online food conversation invite 4 November 2025. 
New reporting system for Environmental issues 
CALC Devolution Update 

https://www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-warnings
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Cumberland Council - Sign up to receive Flood Warnings at www.gov.uk/sign-up-fo-flood-
warnings or Call Floodline on: 0345 988 1188 
Thank you from Citizens Advice Allerdale for the donation 
Cumberland Council – Community Governance Review 

 

2898/25 Blennerhasset Playing Field  
 

  There were no updates to report. 
 

2899/25 Play Area Inspection 
 

It was noted that Cumberland Council had been instructed to carry out a standard inspection 
of the Play Area. 
 

2900/25 Trees Blennerhasset Village Green 
 

  Cllr Powley reported that maintenance work will be carried out in the next few weeks. 
 

2901/25 Fence Replacement – Land opposite Blennerhasset School 
 

This item was raised by a parishioner and was discussed in the Public Voice part of the 
meeting.  RESOLVED to replace the top section of the fence.  Cllr B. Armstrong agreed to 
arrange for the work to be carried out.  It was also agreed to contact the Environment 
Agency regarding concerns relating to the wall adjacent to the School. 

 

2902/25 Digital and Data Protection Responsibilities 
 

  It was agreed to hold this item in abeyance until further clarification is obtained. 
 

2903/25 Agenda items for the Next Meeting 
 

  Donation Request – Annual Bonfire 
   

2904/25 Date of Next Meeting 
 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 14 January 2025 – 7.30 pm at 
Torpenhow Village Hall. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.45 pm 
 
 

Signed………………………………. 
Chairman 
 
Date…………………………………. 
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