Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Torpenhow Village Hall on Wednesday 15 January 2014
1553. Present.

Cllrs.Mrs.Kavanagh, Richardson, Powley, Ms. Little,Mrs. Muir,Mrs. Bowe, Mrs. May.
1554. Apologies.

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs. A. Bowness (C.C.C.) and Mrs. Mounsey (A.B.C.)

1555. Resignation of Chairman.

Following the receipt of a letter from Cllr. Mrs. Kavanagh resigning her position as Chairman of the Parish Council, it was proposed by Cllr. Ms. Little and seconded by Cllr. Richardson that her resignation be accepted regretfully and that Cllr. Mrs. Muir be elected as Chairman. All were in favour and Cllr. Mrs. Muir took her seat as Chairman of the Parish Council.
Cllr. Mrs. May thanked Cllr. Mrs. Kavanagh for her period of service as chairman.   
1556. Minutes.

Cllr. Mrs. Muir proposed and Cllr. Powley seconded the motion that Minute 1551 be amended with the addition of ;

a) Cllr. Mrs. Muir had received information regarding Superfast Broadband coverage for the parish indicating that only 85% of the parish would be covered. It was agreed that we should pursue the possibility of a community-build scheme, and

b) the Clerk will scan any incoming hard -copies of letters and email themto those councillors with access to email before circulating the hard-copies to those without, and

c) the Clerk will forward email correspondence received to those councillors on email and print and circulate to those without email access: this excludes general marketing information and irrelevant circulars. Councillors are not expected to log onto the council’s email account to see this correspondence.

This motion was passed and with those amendments the minutes of 13 November 2013 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

1557. Declarations of Interest.

Cllrs. Richardson, Ms. Little and Powley declared an interest in any items relating to Torpenhow Village Hall; Cllr. Mrs. Muir declared an interest in items relating to Aspatria Rural Partnership.
1558. Public Voice Slot.

The Chairman adjourned the meeting to hear a public voice slot.

Cllr. Ms. Little said that the village sign at the east-end of Torpenhow had been defaced by the removal of some of the lettering. It was agreed to replace with the old sign.

1559. Items in Action.

i)Queens Diamond Jubilee Seat.This matter is still in abeyance. (Min. 1543(i) refers.)
ii) Stanger Hill Signpost.Cllr. Powley reported that the post had been snapped off at ground level and had come apart when Tolson’s removed it. The Chairman said she would enquire of Cumbria Highways to see if they would contribute towards the cost of a new post. If they would not contribute, then the council would go ahead and order a post from Signpost Restoration Ltd. (Min. 1543(ii) refers.)

iii) Village Maps. A quotation has been obtained from Mr. Norman of A.K.N. Developments of £260.00 per notice installed on the outside of the bus-shelters. Inside installation would be somewhat cheaper. It was decided to have them erected at Blennerhasset on the bridge-side of the bus-shelter and freestanding on the bus-shelter green at Torpenhow.

The need for maps for Whitrigg, Kirkland and Cockbridge was discussed taking the expense into consideration and it was agreed that we get these printed at half the size of the others and the Clerk was asked to obtain a price. He was also requested to obtain an invoice for the two village maps. (Min. 1543(iii)refers.)
iv) Village Signs Post Replacement. Cllr. Powley said Thomas Graham’s had quoted £160.00 for eight legs. Then these would require to be installed and cemented in. He was asked to go ahead with the purchase and installation.(Min. 1543(iv) refers.)
v) Footpaths Signs. The county’s Rights-of-Way Officer has been advised of the position.(Min. 1543(vi) refers.)
vi) Publication Scheme. This is in progress. Cllr. Richardson agreed to give the Clerk some assistance in formulating our scheme. (Min. 1543(vii) refers.)
vii) Whitrigg Path. The county’s Rights-of-Way Officer has been advised of the position. (Min. 1543 (viii) refers.)
viii) Blennerhasset Village Hall Deeds.There appears to have been no further progress on this matter. (Min. 1543(ix) refers.)
ix) Blennerhasset School Wall.Cllr. Mrs. Bowe said she believes that Blennerhasset School has been made aware of the situation and the relevant persons have the matter in hand. (Min. 1543(xii) refers.)
x) Blennerhasset School Green.The Clerk reported that no reply had been received from County Highways and Cllr. Powley had heard nothing from John Elliott at Clifton. (Min.1543(xiii) refers.)

xi) Windfarm at Rosley. The Clerk had put in an objection to the windfarm application at Carwath, Rosleyon the grounds of cumulative effect and proximity to residences. (Min. 1543(xiv) refers.)
xii) Nuclear Waste Disposal. The Parish Council’s comments on this matter have been collated by Cllr. Mrs. Muir and submitted to the relevant authorities. (Min. 1544(iv) refers.)

xiii) Financial Regulations. Cllr. Richardson said this work is in progress and the Clerk is to forward new model standing orders to him in order to amend our Standing Orders for consideration by the council. (Min. 1548 refers.)

xiv) Blennerhasset Playing Field. The Clerk is to research the matter and supply Cllr. Mrs. Kavanagh with the relevant documentation. (Min. 1549) refers.
1560. Project Groups.
i) Aspatria Rural Partnership The Chairmanexplained the position regarding the supply of superfast broadband and community-build schemes and said she will report on progress on the matter. She also said street-lighting had been discussed and Allerdale B.C. have called the matter in for scrutiny.
ii) Newsletter. The editor asked the Clerk to supply her with the minutes of meetings at his earliest convenience.
iii) Blennerhasset Riverside. Cllr. Mrs. Kavanagh said she was looking for grants and quotations for design. Cllr. Powley said he has spoken to John Elliott regarding the installing of a road to the playing field. Some discussion ensued regarding the responsibility regarding the illumination of access roads and paths.

iv) Land over the River Ellen. Concern was expressed regarding the condition of this piece of ground. The Chairman said she would correspond with the relevant parties.
1561. Finances.
a) The Parish Council’s account stands at £21279.72,

b) The following payments were approved:-

i) toTorpenhow Village Hall for meeting of 6 Nov.2013
£9.00

ii) toCumbrian Newspapers Ltd. for Tenders Adverts
£184.70
iii) Blennerhasset Village Hall for meetings of 10 July and 



13 Nov.2013





£40.00

iv) toS.l.C.C. for subscription 2014



£64.00

v) to D. Tolson& Sons for removal of signpost

£300.00
vii) to Signpost Restoration Ltd. for repairs


£1998.48

c) The only grass-cutting tender received had been one for the Playing Field. The Clerk was asked to contact previous tenderers/contractors.

d) Allerdale B.C. has advised that our Council Tax Base Figure for 2014/15 is 158.67 i.e. the Parish Precept divided by this figure will give the Band D Council Tax for the Parish’s element of the Council Tax Bill.
1562. Allerdale’sBudget Response for 2014/2015.
The Chairman, Cllrs. Ms. Little and Mrs. Kavanagh will consider this matter.
1563. Highway’s Meet and Greet.
Following the meeting which the Chairman and Cllr. Ms. Little had attended, the Chairman is to send the council’s key issues to Cumbria Highways, mainly flooding matters. Cllr. Mrs. Kavanagh will continue to be the council’s Highway Contact.
1564. Planning.

i) An application no. 2/2013/0738 by Mr. Ron Lee for removal of a metal garage and erection of a single bedroomed, two-storey dwelling opposite Borrowscales, Torpenhow was recommended for refusal. Allerdale B.C. has refused this application.
ii) An application no. 2/2013/0787 by Mrs. Elaine Gooch for demolition of existing flat-roof extension and erection of a two-storey extension at Corner House, Torpenhow was considered and the council had no objections. This application has been withdrawn by the applicant. 
iii) Details had been received of an application for the erection of a wind-turbine at Waverbank, Bolton-Low-Houses. It was felt that, while this council supports micro-generation for farms, businesses etc. it considers the blades of this proposed installation to be too high for a single turbine in this location.
1565. Correspondence.

A file of correspondence had been circulated to members. 
1566. Next Meeting.
The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 12 March 2014 in Blennerhasset Village Hall.
Signed……………………………….

Chairman
Date………………………………….

