Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Blennerhasset Village Hall on Wednesday 13November 2013
1538. Present.

Cllrs.Mrs.Kavanagh, Richardson, Powley, Ms. Little,Mrs. Muir.
Also present: Cllr. Mrs. Mounsey (A.B.C.)
1539. Apologies.

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs. Raine, Mrs. May and Mrs.Bowe.
1540. Minutes.

i) Cllr. Ms. Little proposed and Cllr. Powley seconded the motion that Minute 1525(b) be amended in line 3 to read ‘It was suggested…’ and that Minute 1528(c)(i)be amended to read ‘£120.00’. This motion was passed and with those amendments the minutes of 11 September 2013 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

ii) The minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of 6 November 2013 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
1541. Declarations of Interest.

Cllrs. Richardson, Ms. Little and Powley declared an interest in any items relating to Torpenhow Village Hall; Cllr. Mrs. Muir declared an interest in items relating to Aspatria Rural Partnership and Cllr. Mrs. Mounsey (A.B.C.) declared an interest in items relating to Aspatria First Responders.
1542. Public Voice Slot.

The Chairman adjourned the meeting to hear a public voice slot.

Blennerhasset Village Hall Committee requested the permission of the Parish Council to erect two Christmas Trees on the village greens in Blennerhasset. The trees will have battery-powered timers on the lights, the village hall’s insurance will cover the installations and the area will be reinstated when the trees are removed. The Parish Council agreed to the installations on condition that the insurance cover is adequate and the ground is reinstated. The Chairman agreed to obtain a copy of the insurance document for our records. 
1543. Items in Action.

i)Queens Diamond Jubilee Seat.The seat model having already been chosen we are awaiting reasonable weather for the concrete base to be installed. (Min. 1526(i) refers.)
ii) Stanger Hill Signpost. The Clerk will contact the restorer to see what a new post would cost and to enquire as to what is covered by the current invoice. It was agreed that the invoice could be paid before the next meeting so long as it does not exceed the amount of the invoice already received. The Chairman will contact Tolsons regarding the invoice for the removal of the old post. Cllr. Powley is to contact RSVP at Bothel to see if he can ascertain the reason for the breakage and will inform the Chairman of the result of his investigations.(Min.1526(ii) refers.)

iii) Village Maps. The finished maps of Blennerhasset and Torpenhow have been received from Ron Williams.The maps for Kirkland, Whitrigg and Cockbridge have been received in draft. Cllr. Ms. Little will check the details and bring her observations to the next meeting for discussion.  It was agreed to ask Alan Norman of Threapland to give an estimate of prices for notice boards for the maps and the prices will be discussed at the next meeting. The Blennerhasset Map is to be fixed to the bus shelter and the Torpenhow Map is to go on a stand. (Min. 1526(iii) refers.)
iv) Village Signs Post Replacement. No price has been received from Cumbria Highways. Cllr. Powley will obtain a price.(Min. 1526(iv) refers.)
v) Highway Flooding at Low Croft, Torpenhow. There has been no further flooding. The situation will continue to be monitored. (Min. 1526(v) refers.)

vi) Footpaths Signs. The Clerk is to contact the county’s Rights-of-Way Officer to get the signs replaced. (Min. 1526(vi) refers.)
vii) Publication Scheme. This is in progress. The Clerk was asked to have this completed by the next meeting. (Min. 1526(vii) refers.)

viii) Whitrigg Path. The Clerk is to contact the county’s Rights-of-Way Officer on the position. (Min. 1526 (viii) refers.)
ix) Blennerhasset Village Hall Deeds.The Chairman will contact Mrs. Turner to check on the progress on this matter. (Min. 1526(ix) refers.)
x) Grass Cutting. The Clerk reported that the bill had been reduced accordingly. ( Min. 1526(x) and 1528(d) refer.)
xi) Pole-mounted Lights. Cllr. Mrs. Mounsey said two lights in Torpenhow were to be replaced. She would send details to the Clerk and to Cllr. Mrs. Muir (for A.R.P.). There is to be a meeting on this matter at Bothel Village Hall on 12 December 2013 at 7:00 p.m. (Min.1531 refers.)

xii) Blennerhasset School Wall. The Clerk is to contact Blennerhasset School  ensuring that they are aware of the underwashing of the wall. Min. 1527(iii) refers.)
xiii) Blennerhasset School Green. The Clerk reported that no reply had been received from Thomas Armstrong’s and the other suggested contractor (David Dixon) had retired. He was asked to get a quote from Councy Highways and Cllr. Powley would get one from John Elliott at Clifton. (Min.1530 refers.)

xix) Windfarm at Rosley. The Clerk was sked to put in an objection to the windfarm application at Carwah, Rosleyon the grounds of cumulative effect and proximity to residences. (Min. 1525(a) refers.)
1544. Project Groups.
i) Aspatria Rural PartnershipCllr.Mrs. Muir reported on their last meeting. She said Cumbria Highways are to hold a meeting for parishes at Lillyhall on 29th November 2013. Cllr. Ms. Little and Cllr. Mrs. Muir agreed to attend. The Chairman agreed to be our Highways Representative. Cllr. Mrs Muir said A.R.P. had discussed empty properties and that Emma Bundock was the contact person in Allerdale B.C.
ii) Newsletter. The editor said she requires more items for inclusion in the next edition.
iii) Blennerhasset Riverside. A confirmation of our registration of the land with the Land Registry has been received and the Riverside Group are to meet to progress the development project.
iv) Nuclear Waste Disposal. Cllr. Mrs. Mounsey (A.B.C.) said community involvement is required. The Clerk is to circulate the questionnaire to members and collate their comments. These need to be sent in by 5 December 2013.

1545. Neighbourhood Forum Areas.
Cllr. Mrs. Muir proposed the motion that, “This Parish Council requests that Cumbria County Council changes our Engagement Area from North East Allerdale to North West Allerdale.” This was seconded by Cllr. Ms. Little and after some discussion the motion was passed.
1546. Finances.
a) The Parish Council’s account stands at £23699.87,

b) The following payments were approved:-

i) toMr. G. Thirlwall for maintenance of War Memorial in Blennerhasset






£80.00

ii) toAllerdale B.C. for Grant Overclaim 2012/13

£374.00
iii) toTorpenhow Village Hall for meeting of 11 Sept. 











£16.50
iv) toEnvirocare for Grass Cutting Sept. & Oct.

£720.00
c) Cllr. Mrs. Muir requested that the donation of £400.00 to Aspatria Rural partnership towards the “Forts & Farms Project” be increased to £1200.00 to pay for information boards to be displayed in Blennerhasset. After some discussion examination of the proposed boards this request was agreed to.
d) It was agreed that the payment of the invoice from Tolsons for digging out the signpost at Stanger Hill be deferred until the Chairman has discussed the matter with them. (See Min. 1543(ii) above).
e) It was agreed to pay Signpost Restoration Ltd. for the work which has been done and to get a price for a new signpost. (See Min. 1543(ii) above.)
1547. Budget Proposals for 2014/2015.
It was agreed to accept the Budget Proposals put forward at the meeting of 6 November 2013 and that donations of £200.00 to the Gt. North Air Ambulance, £100.00 to Bothel First Responders and £100.00 to Aspatria First Responders be included.
1548. Financial Regulations
Cllr. Richardson said he would draft new Financial Regulations from the C.A.L.C. website and circulate among members for comments. The Clerk was asked to consult C.A.L.C. website for new Standing Orders.
1549. Blennerhasset Playing Field.


The Clerk was asked to consult the minutes of the council regarding land transfer relating to part of the playing field. The Chairman would then discuss the matter with relevant persons.
1550. Planning.

A recommendation to refuse had been made to planning application no. 2/2013/0738 on a number of grounds.
1551. Correspondence.

A file of correspondence had been circulated to members. 
1552. Next Meeting.
The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 15 January 2014 in Torpenhow Village Hall.
Signed……………………………….

Chairman

Date………………………………….

