Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Torpenhow Village Hall on Wednesday 12 November 2014
1636. Present.

Cllrs.Muir, Richardson, Powley,Mrs. Bowe, Clarkson, Raine, Ms. Little. Also present were Cllrs. Bowness (C.C.C.) and Mrs. Mounsey (A.B.C.).
1637. Apologies.

Cllrs.Mrs. May, Mrs. Kavanaghhad sent their apologies for absence.
1638. Minutes.

Cllr. Powley proposed that the minutes of 10 September 2014, 10 October 2014 and 4 November 2014 be accepted as true records of the meetings. This was seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Boweand the Chairman was authorised to sign them.
1639. Declarations of Interest.

Cllr. Mrs. Muir declared an interest in items relating to the Aspatria Rural Partnership,Cllr. Richardson declared an interest in any relating to Torpenhow Village Hall and Cllr. Clarkson declared an interest in any items relating to Blennerhasset School and Blennerhasset Village Hall.
1640. Dispensation Requests.

The Clerk had not received any requests for dispensation to speak and/or vote on any matter where a member has a disclosable pecuniary interest.
1641. Public Voice Slot.

The Chairman adjourned the meeting to hear comments from the public.
Cllr. Ms. Little said a communication had been received from the County Highways that work is planned on the Whitrigg road and the Clerk was asked to write to the Highways Authority to advise them that a potholed stretch of the Bothel road also requires attention.
1642. Items in Action.

i)Queens Diamond Jubilee Seat. The project is progressing. (Min. 1618(i) refers.) 
ii) Stanger Hill Signpost. Cllr. Powley said he was meeting Tolsons on 13 November 2014 when the post will be erected. It was pointed out that the verges at Stanger Hill are being obstructed by Mr. Fell’s equipment and the Clerk was asked to bring this to the attention of the Highways Authority. (Min. 1618(ii) refers.)
iii) Village Maps. Allan Norman has been seen and requested to install map-boards. (Min. 1618(iii) refers.)

iv) Blennerhasset Village Hall Trust DeedThe chairman of the Blennerhasset and Baggrow Social Centre has been advised of the position regarding trusteeship but we have not received a reply. Cllr. Clarkson said they were going to contact their solicitors. Cllr. Ms. Little said she was sure Waugh and Musgrave solicitors would have a copy of the original deeds. (Min. 1630(iii) refers.)
v) Village Signs Post Replacement. Cllr. Powley said he was waiting for delivery of the poles. (Min. 1618(v) refers.)
vi) Lettering on Torpenhow sign.The defaced lettering has been removed. (Min. 1618(vi) refers.)
vii) Blennerhasset Playing Field.No news as yet. (Min. 1618(vii) refers.)viii) Blennerhasset Riverside. An Order has been sent to Westwood Landscapes and the other tenderers duly advised.Work has started on the site. Gate stoops have been removed and replaced with wooden ones. Some concern was expressed. Cllr. Powley pointed out that the car-parking area goes right up to the wall which could be dangerous if a vehicle were to hit the wall. Steps needed to be taken to protect the wall. It was agreed we get the additional work done by the contractor at extra expense if required. (Min. 1630(i) refers.)
ix) Defibrillators. Torpenhow Village Hall Committee is sympathetic regarding the installation of a defibrillator but has a query regarding a power supply. Cllr. Bowness (C.C.C.) said the defibrillators don’t require a power supply as they have a 4-year battery life. (Min. 1618(ix) refers.)
x) Blennerhasset Xmas Lights. A cheque has been sent to the Blennerhasset and Baggrow Social Centre Committee towards the lights. Cllr. Clarkson said they are not going to plant a Xmas Tree, just light the trees on the greens. (Min. 1630(ii) refers.)
1643. Project Groups.
i) Aspatria Rural Partnership. The Chairman presented the minutes of their meeting of 6 November 2014 and discussion ensued covering, inter alia, superfast broadband,  street lighting, A.R.P. website, affordable housing and Aspatria swimming pool.
ii) Aspatria Rural Transport. The Community Transport Group has started and they have a bus for community groups to use. They are asking for a payment of £132 towards the running of the vehicle. The council decided not to make this contribution.
1644. Footway Lighting.

It was agreed, and Cllr. Mrs. Mounsey (A.B.C.) confirmed, that no-one seems to know what is going on. Two lights have been lost in Blennerhasset and one has been removed in Torpenhow. The Clerk was asked to contact Mr. Heaslip at Allerdale B.C. expressing our confusion. Cllr. Ms. Little said the lamp at Croftlands is out of order. Cllr. Mrs. Mounsey(A.B.C.) said she would make enquiries.

1645. Allerdale B.C. Site Allocations.

There are no sites for development in the parish.

1646. National Grid.

The Chairman said she had been to the consultation meeting where the intended routes of the electricity lines were explained. Cllr. Mrs. Mounsey (A.B.C.) said landowners had been visited by National Grid regarding permissions. After some discussion, the council expressed preference for the route of the existing E.N.W.line.

1647.Audit Report.


The Clerk presented the Annual Report of Audit and explained that:
a) a risk assessment needs to be reviewed, minuted as evidence of the review being undertaken annually before the end of the financial year, b) all fixed assets must be included in the assets register and on the Annual Return, c) any grant money (e.g. from Allerdale B.C.) should be included in Box 3 of the return not as part of the precept, d) the checklist of statutory powers should be consulted before drawing up the list of S.137 expenditure. The council accepted the report.
1648. Finances.
a) The Parish Council’s account stands at £24234.16. In accordance with Financial Regulation 2.2 the bank reconciliation and original bank statements were verified by Cllr. Richardson and signed by him. The Clerk presented to the council a statement of receipts and payments to date under each of the budget headings.
b) The following payments were approved:-


i) toDerek Tolson and Sons for Kerbing at Blennerhasset £2304.00

ii) toBlennerhasset and Baggrow Social Centre for 



meetings of 21 May, 10 Sept. and 10 Oct.

£40.00
iii) to BDO LLP for External Audit 2014



£120.00

iv) toRon Williams for 3 Maps




£337.00

v) toTorpenhow V.H. Committee for meeting 4 Nov.
£6.00

c) It was agreed to advertise for tenders for grass-cutting for 3 years citing Option B including 3 visits to the Riverbank.
1649.Budget for 2015/2016.
It was proposed by Cllr. Powley and seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Bowe that the Budget Plan drawn up at the meeting of 4 November 2014 be accepted. All were in favour. (Min. 1634 refers)
1650. Planning.

i) An application had been received for the erection of a dwelling at High Road/ Back Lane, Blennerhasset for Mr. J. Callister. The council recommended Refusal.
ii) Allerdale Planners have been contacted regarding the complaints received regarding sky-dishes at Blennerhasset and a porch at Cockbridge. No reply has, as yet, been received.(Mins. 1624(ii) & (iii) refer.)
1651. Correspondence.
A file of correspondence had been circulated to members.
1652. Next Meeting.
The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 14 January 2015 inBlennerhasset Village Hall.
Signed……………………………….

Chairman

Date………………………………….
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