Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Blennerhasset Village Hall on Wednesday 12March 2014
1567. Present.

Cllrs.Mrs.Muir, Richardson, Powley, Ms. Little,Mrs. Bowe.
Also present: Cllrs. Mrs. Mounsey(A.B.C.) and A. Bowness(C.C.C.)

1568. Apologies.

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs. Raine, Mrs. Kavanagh and Mrs. May.
1569. Minutes.

Cllr. Mrs. Muir proposed and Cllr. Powley seconded the motion that Minute 1553be amended with the addition of Cllr. Raine.
This motion was passed and with that amendment the minutes of 15January 2014 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

1570. Declarations of Interest.

Cllrs. Richardson andMs. Littledeclared an interest in any items relating to Torpenhow Village Hall; Cllr. Mrs. Muir declared an interest in items relating to Aspatria Rural Partnership.
1571. Items in Action.

i)Queens Diamond Jubilee Seat.This matter is still in abeyance. (Min. 1559(i) refers.)
ii) Stanger Hill Signpost.Cumbria Highways have been contacted but no reply has been received. Cllr. Bowness (C.C.C.) said he would chase this matter up. (Min. 1559(ii) refers.)
iii) Village Maps. Mr. Alan Norman has been seen regarding boxes for the maps for Blennerhasset and Torpenhow. Prices have been obtained for the other maps and an invoice received for the Blennerhasset and Torpenhow maps. (Min. 1559(iii) refers.)
iv) Village Signs Post Replacement.Nothing has been done as yet regarding this matter. (Min. 1559(iv) refers.)
v) Publication Scheme. Cllr. Richardson is awaiting the new edition of model Financial Regs. from C.A.L.C. (Mins. 1559 (vi) and (xiii) refer.)
vi) Whitrigg Path. This matter is with Cumbria County Council and should be dealt with in the next 6 (six) years.(Min. 1559(vii) refers.)
vii) Blennerhasset Village Hall Deeds.There appears to have been no further progress on this matter. Cllr. Mrs. Kavanagh is to chase the matter up. (Min. 1559(viii) refers.)
viii) Blennerhasset School Green. Nothing has been done regarding this matter.  Cllr. Powley said John Elliott is too busy and Cllr. Bowness (C.C.C.) will chase the matter up with County Highways. It was proposed by Cllr. Powley and seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Bowe that the council accepts the tender supplied by D. Tolson and Sons. All were in favour. (Min. 1559(x) refers.)
ix) Blennerhasset Playing Field. Cllr. Powley has met with the Playing Field Committee who informed him that the Baggrow and Blennerhasset Cricket Club does not intend to give the strip of land in question to the parish council for inclusion in the playing field. The Clerk was asked to research the history of this strip of land for the Chairman. (Min. 1559(xiv) refers.)
x) Lettering on Torpenhow Sign. Cllr. Powley said he would put the old sign back on to replace the defaced one. (Min. 1558 refers.)

xi) Land over the River Ellen. A letter has been sent to the occupier of Croft House, Baggrow but we have not received a reply. Cllr. Powley said he believes they intend to reinstate the land. (Min. 1560(iv) refers.)
xii) Highways. Letters have been sent to County Highways but no replies have been received. Cllr. Bowness (C.C.C.) will chase the matter up. (Min. 1563 refers.)

xiii) Waverbank Wind Farm.  A letter has been sent to Hallmark Power Ltd. (Min.1564(iii) refers.)
1572. Project Groups.
i) Aspatria Rural Partnership The Chairmanreported regarding Superfast Broadband and said the estimated coverage in this parish would be 85%. She will arrange a meeting with the suppliers. She also advised that Allerdale B.C. have a scrutiny committee concerned with Street Lighting. She said a survey is required regarding the need for lights and it was agreed that she and the clerk would co-ordinate. Cllr. Mrs. Mounsey (A.B.C.) said Allerdale B.C. meet on 30 March 2014 and she will inform the council of the outcome.
ii) Blennerhasset Riverside. The Chairman has met with Cllrs. Powley, Mrs. Kavanagh and Ms. Little regarding the riverside. She said Cumbria Waste Management Environment Trust had promised financial help but has now withdrawn the offer. The Chairman is to look into funding and Cllr. Bowness (C.C.C.) said he would see if any local firms would be prepared to help.
1573. Finances.
a) The Parish Council’s account stands at £18683.77,

b) The following payments were approved:-

i) toTorpenhow Village Hall for Annual Grant  £200.00
ii) to Blennerhasset Village Hall for Annual Grant  £200.00

iii) to Playing Field and Sports Ground, Blennerhasset for Annual Grant  £200.00

iv) the Clerk’s salary for the half-year.

v) the Clerk’s expenses for the year  £679.15

vi) to CALC for a Clerks’ Forum  £5.00

vii) to CALC for The Good Councillors’ Guides  £21.00

viii) to Torpenhow Village Hall Committee for the meeting of 16.01.2014  £15.00

ix) to Ron Williams for Blennerhasset and Torpenhow Maps  £400.00 
c) Tenders for grass-cutting received were opened and after some discussion the Chairman suspended standing orders to award the contracts as follows:

i) It was proposed by Cllr. Powley and seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Bowe that the contract for the grass-cutting of the village greens for 2014 be awarded to Strawberry Cottage Landscapes All were in favour.

ii) It was proposed by Cllr. Powley and seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Bowe that the contract for the grass-cutting of the playing field for 2014 be awarded to Baggrow & Blennerhasset Cricket Club. All were in favour. 
1574. Allerdale Local Plan.
The Chairman proposed and Cllr. Richardson seconded the motion that, “This council supports the modifications to the Allerdale Local Plan.” The motion was passed.
1575. Blennerhasset Web-site.
The Chairman proposed and Cllr. Richardson seconded the motion that, “This council continues to use the web-site http://www.blennerhasset.com to promote its activities and agrees to pay the annual fee of £15 for the domain name”. The motion was passed.
1576. Planning.

 An application no. 2/2014/0090 by Mrs. Elaine Gooch for demolition of existing flat-roof extension and erection of a two-storey extension at Corner House, Torpenhow was considered and the council recommended refusal on the grounds of inadequate parking off the highway.
1577. Correspondence.

A file of correspondence had been circulated to members. 
1578. Next Meeting.
The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 21 May 2014 in Blennerhasset Village Hall after the Parish Meeting.
Signed……………………………….

Chairman
Date………………………………….

